
 

 
 
CCME PRESS RELEASE OF 14th November 2007 

RReeffuuggeeee  rreesseettttlleemmeenntt  ttoo  AAuussttrriiaa::    ““ttiimmee  iiss  rriigghhtt  ttoo  ssttaarrtt  pprrooggrraammmmee””  

CCME debate encourages Austrian contribution to co-ordinated European resettlement effort 

SSoommee  4400  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  ooff  NNaattiioonnaall  NNGGOOss,,  cchhuurrcchheess,,  nnaattiioonnaall  aanndd  rreeggiioonnaall  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aass  wweellll  aass  
iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss  mmeett  iinn  VViieennnnaa  1122th  aanndd  1133th  NNoovveemmbbeerr  ttoo  ddiissccuussss  ffuuttuurree  ppeerrssppeeccttiivveess  ooff  
AAuussttrriiaa  aass  aa  ccoouunnttrryy  rreecceeiivviinngg  rreeffuuggeeeess  tthhrroouugghh  rreesseettttlleemmeenntt..  TThhee  AAuussttrriiaann  DDiiaakkoonniiee  RReeffuuggeeee  SSeerrvviiccee  
hhoosstteedd  tthhee  eevveenntt  aass  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt  ““RReeffuuggeeee  rreesseettttlleemmeenntt  ––  bbrrooaaddeenniinngg  tthhee  bbaassiiss  iinn  EEuurrooppee””  wwhhiicchh  
iiss  ccoo--oorrddiinnaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  CChhuurrcchheess’’  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  ffoorr  MMiiggrraannttss  iinn  EEuurrooppee  ((CCCCMMEE))..   
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During the two-day debate, 
participants heard about the 
“gateway” refugee 
resettlement programme of 
the United Kingdom, which 
was started in 2003. Richard 
Pearce-Higginson from the UK 
home office presented the UK 
programme on resettlement 
as a good example of starting 
resettlement activities. In he 
view of the UK Home Office, 
this programme through 
which some 500 refugees are 
resettled annually had helped 
to boost the credibility of the 
UK asylum system. 

Experts from the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
underlined the importance of 
resettlement as a tool of 

global solidarity on refugee protection, from which the most vulnerable of the world’s refugees would 
benefit. NGO representatives from Hungary and Romania outlined how their countries are currently 
starting their resettlement activities. Particular attention was devoted to the question how resettlement 
and integration of refugees could best be combined. 

Hillbert Karl of the Austrian Ministry of Interior underlined Austria’s willingness to continue discussions 
on resettlement in the context of an EU wide approach.  

Christoph Riedl, Director of the Diakonie Refugee Service expressed strong support for starting a 
resettlement programme to Austria. He stated that: “It is encouraging to see that neighbouring 
countries are committing to resettlement as an additional instrument of refugee protection. Based on 
our daily experience we know that there is sufficient infrastructure and experience to start resettlement 
to Austria. The time is therefore right to start an Austrian resettlement programme.”  

NOTE TO EDITORS: 

Resettlement is a process by which refugees who have fled their country of origin and found temporary protection in another country are 
settled onwards to a third country in which they are granted permanent protection. Resettlement is one of the three “durable solutions” of 
refugee protection as recognised by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. Since 2003 CCME has been promoting resettlement as 
an additional tool for refugee protection in EU member states.   

For further information, please contact Torsten Moritz at CCME, T +32 2 234 6 808  
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in Europe” is coordinated by the Churches’ Commission for Migrants in Europe (CCME).  
ed by the European Commission ERF. 
ecessarily reflect the point of view of the European Commission and in no way fall under the responsibility of the European 

Commission. 


