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PPoorrttuugguueessee  SSeeccrreettaarryy  ooff  SSttaattee  ::  CCiivviill  SSoocciieettyy  EEsssseennttiiaall  PPaarrttnneerr  iinn  RReeffuuggeeee  PPrrootteeccttiioonn  

CCME workshop strengthens partnerships in refugee resettlement  

SSoommee  5500  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  ooff  NNaattiioonnaall  NNGGOOss,,  cchhuurrcchheess  aanndd  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ffrroomm  1155  ccoouunnttrriieess  aass  
wweellll  aass  tthhee  UUNN  HHiigghh  CCoommmmiissssiioonneerr  ffoorr  RReeffuuggeeeess  ((UUNNHHCCRR))  mmeett  iinn  LLiissbboonn  ffrroomm  2211sstt  ttoo  2233rrdd  
NNoovveemmbbeerr  ffoorr  aann  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  wwoorrkksshhoopp  ttoo  ddiissccuussss  ffuuttuurree  aarreeaass  ooff  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  iinn  rreeffuuggeeee  
rreesseettttlleemmeenntt..  TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  ttooookk  ppllaaccee  aa  ffeeww  mmoonntthhss  aafftteerr  PPoorrttuuggaall,,  wwhhiicchh  ccuurrrreennttllyy  hhoollddss  tthhee  
EEUU  CCoouunncciill  PPrreessiiddeennccyy,,  hhaadd  ccoommmmiitttteedd  ttoo  aa  aannnnuuaall  rreesseettttlleemmeenntt  qquuoottaa..  
TThhee  PPoorrttuugguueessee  CCoouunncciill  ffoorr  RReeffuuggeeeess  CCPPRR  hheellppeedd  ttoo  hhoosstt  tthhee  eevveenntt  wwhhiicchh  ccoonncclluuddeedd  aa  sseerriieess  ooff  
eevveennttss  oorrggaanniisseedd  bbyy  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt  ““RReeffuuggeeee  rreesseettttlleemmeenntt  ––  bbrrooaaddeenniinngg  tthhee  bbaassiiss  iinn  EEuurrooppee””,,  
wwhhiicchh  iiss  ccoooorrddiinnaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  CChhuurrcchheess´́  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  ffoorr  MMiiggrraannttss  iinn  EEuurrooppee  ((CCCCMMEE))..    

During his opening address at the workshop 
José Magalhaes, Secretary of State and 
Assistant to the Ministry for Internal 
Administration underlined that Portugal 
considers civil society involvement as an 
essential part of its commitment to refugee 
protection.  The well-established 
cooperation between the state and civil 
society partners in the integration of 
refugees would therefore be continued in 
the area of refugee resettlement as 
Portugal is preparing for the arrival of the 
first resettled refugees. .  

 
During the two-day workshop, representatives of NGOs, churches and UNHCR discussed how to 
strengthen partnerships in a variety of different areas, such as advocacy, refugee integration 
and identification of refugees in need of resettlement. Cases of existing cooperation between 
UNHCR and civil society organisations in different EU member states as well as in countries 
outside the EU were presented and discussed in view of lessons to be learnt. 

Torsten Moritz who has coordinated the CCME project on resettlement commented: “As more 
and more EU member states start programmes on refugee resettlement it is essential to 
understand that civil society involvement is key to the success of such programmes. This 
workshop highlighted areas, in which such cooperation can be developed – particularly in 
cooperation with UNHCR.” 

Note to editors:  

Refugee resettlement is the process by which refugees who have to flee their home country and find initial, but insufficient or temporary protection in another 
country, are resettled into a third country and find permanent protection and a durable, sustainable solution there. While around one hundred thousand refugees 
are annually resettled to the US, Canada and Australia, resettlement is since the 1960ies scarcely used in Europe: currently only six EU member states carry out 
resettlement, resettling around 3.500 refugees annually. The Churches´ Commission for Migrants in Europe (CCME) is since 2004 actively promoting resettlement as 
an additional tool for refugee protection in Europe.  

For more information contact CCME at Tel. +32 2 2346808 or info@ccme.be  
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The Project ‘Resettlement – broadening the basis in Europe” is coordinated by CCME and funded by the European Refugee Fund Centralised Actions 2005 (European Commission, 
Directorate-General Freedom, Security and Justice). 

The views expressed and information provided by the project and the partners involved do not necessarily reflect the point of view of the European Commission and do in no way fall 
under the responsibility of the European Commission. 

The Churches’ Commission for Migrants in Europe (CCME) is the ecumenical agency on migration and integration, asylum and refugees, and against racism and discrimination in Europe. 
Members are Anglican, Orthodox and Protestant Churches and Councils of Churches as well as church-related agencies across Europe. CCME formally cooperates with the Conference of 

European Churches and the World Council of Churches. 


