
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Ecclesial Hospitality for Ukrainian refugees 

Workshop 21-22 October in Warsaw 
Hotel Gromada Centrum 
 
The purpose of the workshop is in overall to make European churches 

come together in the formulation of how the churches have met the 

challenges raised by the war in Ukraine. The war created a large-scale 

refugee crisis, which the churches have met throughout Europe in a very 

different form, but with an overwhelming broad response and hospitality. 

This is a unique situation that this workshop seeks to follow up on and use 

as a point of departure for a debate about, what the churches can learn 

from this experience and how they should deal with it in long term. The 

purpose is therefore three-fold, which will correspond to three sections of 

the workshop.  

First and foremost, the workshop will provide an outlook on already carried 

out initiatives and positions of the European Churches towards Ukrainian 

refugees. This provides at glance an early overview on how the churches 

have provided hospitality and sanctuary for the Ukrainian refugees. This will 

be communicated, as a report to the Churches Commission for Migrants in 

Europe, in order to share knowledge and experience about early responses 

by churches to the refugee crisis.  

Secondly, the workshop will focus on theological, pastoral, and practical 

care for refugees in ecclesial settings in order to advance and shape new 

peaceful solutions to ecumenical meetings across denominational borders. 

The workshop will discuss the limits and forms of ecclesial hospitality in 

church settings.  

Finally, the workshop will be a platform for discussions concerning long-

term commitment to the Ukrainian refugees and possible coordination of 

joint initiatives. The war is not ending, and therefore, it is important to 

inquire how the refugee pattern will change. A more dynamic pattern is 

already perceived, since a certain number of refugees are already returning 

to their homes in Ukraine for shorter period of time. This new dynamic calls 

for new ways to support the refugee and promote peace. This will be the 

purpose of the last section of the workshop.  
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Program 

Day 1 – 21th October 

12.00-13.00 Lunch and registration 

 

13.00-14.00 Opening talk 

Ecclesial Hospitality – drawing borders of denomination at the Altar  

Dr. Emil Hilton Saggau, Ph.D. in Eastern Orthodox Church history, Lund 

University, Sweden 

Research fellow on Eastern Orthodox migrants and minorities in 

Scandinavia  
 

14.00-14.15: coffee break 

 
14.15-16.00: Workshop 1: responses from various churches across 

Europe 

Each participant would be ask to share experience and activities from their 

churches 

 

16.00-16.15: coffee break 

 

16.15-17.30: Afternoon talk: A multi-religious response to the migrant 

crisis in Europe 

 

Dr. Majbritt Lyck-Bowen SFHEA 

Senior Lecturer and Programme Leader of MAs in 

Reconciliation/Reconciliation and Peacebuilding. Research Fellow, Centre 

of Religion, Reconciliation and Peace 

University of Winchester   

 

19.00: dinner 

 
Day 2 – 23th October 

08.00-09.00: Workshop 2: long-term commitment 

Workshop on which initiatives and activities could be helpful in a long-term 

commitment to help Ukrainian refugees 

 
09.00-10.00: Morning talk: The challenges of pastoral care for the 

Ukrainian refugees 

Archimandrite Cyril Hovorun, Professor in Ecclesiology, International 

Relations and Ecumenism at the University College Stockholm (Enskilda 

Högskolan Stockholm). 

 

10.00-10.15: coffee break 

 

10.15-11.45: Workshop 3: towards hospitality and sanctuary 

Discussion on what constitutes theological, pastoral, and practical care for 

refugees in ecclesial settings 

 

11.45: Concluding words and future perspective 

 

12.00: Lunch and departure 
 


