An open letter to negotiators in the European Commission, the
Spanish Presidency of the Council of the European Union, and the
European Parliament ahead of the final negotiations on the EU Pact
on Migration

We are writing as concerned human rights defenders, and as people who see and work with
the stark consequences of political choices.

The EU Pact on Migration and Asylum will mirror the failed approaches of the past and
worsen their consequences. There is currently a major risk that the Pact results in an
ill-functioning, costly, and cruel system that falls apart on implementation and leaves critical
issues unaddressed.

If adopted in its current format, it will normalise the arbitrary use of immigration detention,
including for children and families, increase racial profiling, use “crisis” procedures to enable
pushbacks, and return individuals to so called "safe third countries" where they are at risk of
violence, torture, and arbitrary imprisonment.

It also betrays the spirit of existing EU work, such as the EU Action Plan on Integration and
the EU Action Plan Against Racism which recognises the intersectional impacts of racism
and the specific vulnerability of migrants and refugees. The Pact, as it stands, risks
perpetuating discriminatory practices within the very structures meant to uphold justice and
protection for all.

We are acutely aware that politics is often about compromise. But there are exceptions, and
human rights cannot be compromised. When they are weakened, there are consequences
for all of us.

Rather than channelling funding towards more camps, walls, and surveillance, resources
should go towards providing effective solutions, based on protection and assistance, of the
kind offered to people fleeing Ukraine. Europe's solidarity and commitment to human rights
cannot be defined by place of origin, race, ethnicity, or immigration status.

We should strengthen, not weaken, our reception and asylum systems and provide
mechanisms to fairly share responsibility between European states. We need support for -
not restrictions on - rescuing people at sea. We need more, not less, access to legal aid,
asylum, medical and social support for people in need. We need real accountability for
border forces that violate our laws. And we need more safe routes for people to move, work
and settle in safety and dignity.

We have recently witnessed a dignified and compassionate response to displacement with
the activation of the Temporary Protection Directive. This stands as a testament to the
principles of human rights and protection that should guide our collective approach to these
reforms. The New Pact must reflect and build upon this dignified response rather than
leading Europe in the opposite direction.



There are times when political choices can make a profound difference, for better or for
worse, to people’s lives. Today is one such time. We're asking you to show leadership for the
just and compassionate Europe we all want to live in.

Sincerely,
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